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Prices  for  1953- crop  Maine  po- 
tatoes were  much  lower  than  those  for 
the  preceding  crop  through  most  of 
the  season,  but  declined  much  less 
after  the  fall  peak.  Prices  increased 
in  late  March  and  early  April,  1954, 
following  announcement  of  a  Section 


32  purchase  and  diversion  payment 
program,  and  an  industry  potato  promo- 
tion campaign.  Another  factor  this 
year  is  reduced  competition  due  to  a 
smaller  crop  in  the  Early  Commercial 
States. 
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Table  Vegetables  for  fresh  market:    Reported  commercial  acreage  and  production, 

average  1949-1952,  annual  1953  and  Indicated  1954 


Acreage                                :  Production 

Seasonal  group 
and  crop 

1 

Average 

1949-52 
1/ 

1953 

Indicated  1954 

Average 

1949-52 
1/ 

1953 

Indicated  1954 

Acres 

Percent (Percent 

of    :  of 
average:  1953 

(Percent iPercent 
Production:    of     :  of 
_   Javeraee:  1953 

WINTER  3/ . 


Spring:  y  : 

Asparagus,  early  and  : 

mid  Sj  : 

Asparagus ,  late  : 

Beans,  lima  t 

Beans ,  snap  £/  > 

Beets   : 

Broccoli  Sj  ll  

Cabbage ,  early  2j 

Cabbage,  late  3/  ' 

Cantaloupe  ,  : 

Carrots   : 

Caulif lower_Z/  : 

Celery   ...*: 

Corn,  sweet  2j  : 

Cucumbers  7j  • 

Eggplant   : 

Lettuce  Zl  ; 

Onions,  early   : 

Onions,  late   : 

Peas,  green  7/  : 

Peppers ,  green  : 

Shallots   : 

Spinach  : 

Tomatoes  ZL  : 

Watermelons   : 

: 

Total  spring  to  date 
Acreage  flTW1 

production  

Acreage  I 


TOTAL  SPHIHO-a/ 


Total  summer  to  date3/i 
Acreage   ; 


TOTAL  FALL  3/ . 


Acreage  and  production 
Acreage   


AH1IUAL  TOTAL 


Acres  A  ores  Acres  Percent  Percent 
277,520      273,400     273.590         99  100 


Early  summer: 

Cabbage^/  

Onions   

Watermelons   :  278,300 

Late  summer: 

Cabbage  3/  

Onions   

Watermelons   


398,010 


TOTAL  SUMMER  3/  :  919,110 

I 

Early  fall: 
Cabbage  3/  


50,090 
308*350 


1,000 
tons  2/ 


1,000  1,000 
tons  2/  tons  2/ 


Percent  Percent 


1,452.8    1,560.1  1,508.5 


431,700  2/471,440 
948,350 

50,230  3j  47,270 


118 


94 


109 


94 


4,049.5  4,290.5 


299.450 


    1,981.2  2,059.9 


Reported  to  date  for  1954  with  comparisons  S/ 

2,755.6  2,936.5  2975-3 


622,140       663,390     687,580        104  104 
1,294,990    1,376,940  1,469,640        113  107 
Totals  for  past  seasons  3/ 

2,179,530  2,237.300       


9,747.4  10,403.3 


104 


108 


97 


81,390 

80,430 

83,740 

103 

104 

99.4 

93.4 

101.0 



48,670 

54,770 

57.600 

118 

105 

6,050 

4,700 

4,500 

74 

96 

35,500 

37,000 

Do 
B3 

xuo 

57_«*» 

Oj 

110 

1,180 

990 

1,050 

89 

106 

6.1 

5.3 

5-5 

90 

104 

8,520 

12,200 

11,500 

135 

94 

24.8 

35.9 

33.8 

136 

94 

20,720 

21,800 

19,800 

96 

91 

125.5 

145.3 

124.5 

99 

86 

XX , tUv 

i  ft  ^cn 

1  ft  vzn 

70 

29,050 

42,200 

61,800 

213 

146 

3.270 

2,100 

2,000 

61 

95 

36.6 

18.9 

20.0 

55 

106 

7,590 

6,300 

6,500 

86 

103 

60.0 

55.4 

54.1 

90 

98 

6,220 

6, ZD0 

7,800 

125 

126 

162.8 

I65.O 

216.0 

133 

131 

32,220 

30,500 

42,700 

133 

140 

91.0 

100.6 

137.9 

152 

137 

11,050 

11,300 

15,400 

139 

136 

38.4 

46.1 

55.6 

1% 

121 

1,350 

1,100 

1,000 

74 

91 

7.4 

6.1 

5.2 

70 

85 

48,350 

46,850 

44,500 

92 

95 

253.6 

266.7 

252.1 

99 

95 

31,780 

46,600 

39,500 

124 

85 

80.3 

139.8 

103.7 

129 

74 

17,660 

18,200 

14,900 

84 

82 



— 

— 

— 

— 

9,250 

4,800 

8,000 

86 

167 

15.5 

7.9 

12.7 

82 

161 

7,780 

7,900 

8,700 

112 

110 

24.9 

24.2 

27.2 

109 

112 

2,000 

1,700 

2,000 

100 

118 

2.8 

2.8 

3.0 

107 

107 

12,220 

10,820 

10,700 

88 

99 

38.6 

34.2 

33  .2 

86 

97 

53.930 

62,900 

71.300 

132 

113 

177.7 

188.3 

233.6 

131 

124 

72.120 

101,400 

113,800 

158 

112 

384,620 

389,990 

413,990 

108 

106 

1,302.8 

1,376.4 

1,466.8 

113 

107 

569,370 

621,610 

677,340 

119 

109 

674.550 

716,100 

2,263.8 

2,492.8 

9,630 

9,230  2j 

9,160 

95 

99 

5,480 

6,120  2/ 

4,430 

81 

72 

278,300 

314,500  2/355.300 

128 

113 

22,730 

21,950  2/  22,450 

99 

102 

64,390 

61,150  2/  59,750 

93 

98 

17,480 

18,750  £7  20,350 

116 

109 

101 


i/  For  seasonal  groups  and  ptiTmni  totals,  averages  are  of  the  yearly  totals,  not  the  sum  of  the  "crop"  averages. 

2/  Equivalent  tons  based  on  approximate  net  weight  of  unit  used  in  estimating  yield  and  production. 

3/  Includes  cabbage  used  for  sauerkraut. 

t±J  Includes  asparagus  used  for  processing. 

£/  Total  crop  for  fresh  market  and  processing. 

4/  Acreage  and  production  for  early  and  mid-spring  only. 

2j  Acreage  and  production  for  early  spring  only. 

Qj  Includes  asparagus  and  cabbage  for  fresh  market  and  processing 

2/  Prospective. 
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SUMMARY 

Supplies  of  most  commercially  grown  vegetable's  end  melons  for  the 
fresh  market  in  the  second  quarter  of  this  ye? r  are  expected  to  be 
moderately  larger  than  a  year  earlier  rnd  considerably'"  larger  than 
average .    Prices  for  these   crops  in  general  probably  will  average  dower 
than  a  year  earlier.    Current  stocks  of  commercially  canned  and  frozen 
vegetables  likewise  are  generally  larger  than  a  'year  earlier  but  prices 
have  re mad  nod  steady  since  minor  reductions  were  made  after  the  new 
packs  were  in  last  summer  and  fall,    harge  supplies  of  1953-crop  potatoes 
will  be  available  at  relatively  low  prices  until  the  end  of  the  old-crop 
season.    Considerable  quantities  of  old-crop  potatoes  are  being  moved  under 
the  •  "Section  3?"  purchase  and  diversion  payments  program  announced 
i-iarch  2k,    Few-crop  potatoes  will  not  be  as  plentiful  as  a  year  earlier. 

Prospects  for  spring  vegetable  production  through  early  ^pril 
this  year  point  to  substantial  tonnage  increases  over  last  ye-  r  for 
green  peppers,  snap  beans,  cucumbers,  tomatoes,  celery,   svreetoorn  and 
gre.e:  pees.    Decreases  of  5  p^.rctint  or  more  are  snown  for  broccoli, 
cabbage,  eggplant,  lettuce  and  onions. 

Stocks  of  major  canned  vegetables  are  generally  1;  rger  than  a 
year  <-arlier  except  for  asparagus,  pumpkin  and  squash,  spinach,  tomatoes 
and  all  tomato  products  except  juice. 

Total  stocks  of  frozen  vegetables  in  commercial  Cold  storage  -ipril  1, 
195^  were  record  for  the  date,  but  have  been  moving  out  faster  than 
usual . 


Somewhat  smaller  acreages  for  processing  this  year  compared  to 
last  are  tentatively  indicated  for  cabbage  (contract  acreage  only), 
sweet corn,  green  peas,  and  for  spinach  harvested  in  the  first  half  of 
this  year.     Processors  plan  a  slightly  larger  total  snap  bean  acreage 
this  vea.r. 


-4- 

Prices  for  potatoes  advanced  in  late  March  and  early  -<pril,  f  ollovring 
announcement  of  the  Section  32  piirche.se  and  dispersion  payment  program,  a 
sales  promotion  campaign  by  the  industry,  and  the  reduction  in  the  early 
potato  crop  from  a  year  earlier.    Prices  for  new- crop  potatoes  probably 
will  decline  somewhat  loss  than  seasonally  this  spring. 

little  change ■ in  price  is  expected  for  1953~cr°P  sweetpotatoes4  dry 
edible  beans,  or  dry  field  peas  until  the  size  of  the  195^  crops  becomes 
apparent .    Planting  intentions  point  to  about  the  same  total  acreage  this 
year  as  lest  for  swe^tpotatoes,  but  considerably  larger  acreages  in  dry 
beans  end  peas, 

ooi,v,  ;::oi  2i  vjg.:;?.jjlss  .. 

^sTjnregus  .... 

Fresh'!     Heavy  shipments  of  asparagus  to  fresh  market  from  California, 
came  later  then  usual  this  year  due  to  cool  weather  in  February  and  March. 
Prices  dropped  abruptly  in  e-rly  April  as  shipments  increased. 

The  California  crop  is  expected  to  total  about  9  percent  more  than  .  . 
last  years'   crop,  but  about  the  same  as  the  average  for  19/4.9-52.  Cool 
weather  also  delayed  development  in  '/eshington  end  Oregon.     The  crop  in 
these  mid-spring  harvest  States  is  f orcast  at  6  percent  more  than  last 
year  and  12  percent  above  average.    Acreage  in  late  spring  areas  of  North- 
eastern States  is  expected  to  be  about  5  percent  more  than  last  year  .and  . 
18-percent  more  than  average.    Because  of  larger  crops  and  the  delayed;; 
movement  this  season,  fresh  market  prices  for  asparagus  this  spring  probably 
will  -<verage  lower  than  a  year  earlier. 

Processed:  The  larger  crops  and  later  movements  of  asparagus  to  fresh 
markets • in  the  early  and  late  spring  States  probably  will  leave  increased 
supplies  this  year  for  commercial  cennors  and  freezers.     Stocks  of  canned 
asparagus  held  by  c aimers  and  distributors  are  considerably  smaller  then  a 
year  earlier. '  Frozen  asparagus  holdings  are  much  larger  than  a  year  earlier 
and  are  second  only  to  those  in  the. spring  of  19^-7 »  but  have  been  declining 
at  about  the  usual  seasonal  rate. 

Snap  Beans: 

Fresh ;     »fithethe  mid-spring  snap  bean  crop  estimated  to  be  one-third 
larger  than  last  year's  below  average   crop,  prices  received  by  farmers 
are  expected  to  average  well  below  the  comparatively  high  prices  of  .a  year 
earlier. 

Processed :     The  national  acreage  in  snap. beans  for  commercial  processing 
this  year  is  expected  to:  .be  about  h  percent  lar  er  than  last  year,  based 
on  processors'  intentions  in  late  March  and  eerly  ^pril .    Stocks  of  canned 
snap  beans  in  the  hands  of  banners  and  wholesale  distributors  are  sub- 
stantially larger  than  the  light  holdings  of  a  ye;  r  earlier.     Stocks  of 
frozen  snap  beans  in  storage  are  a.  record  for  the  date,  though  they  have 
been  declining  more  than  seasonally  since  the  peak  in  holdings  at  the  end 
of  last  October.    F.O.B,  prices  for  both  canned  and  frozen  snap  beans 
appeared  steady  in  March. 
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ffroccoli 

?resh:    Sarly  spring  production  in  Calif ornif  is  estimated  to  to 
6  percent  loss  than  last  year,  but  ~}6  percent  above  average,  Commercirl 
freezers  have  taken  a  smaller  volume  this  season,  leaving  a  much  If  rgor 
tonnage  for  fresh  market  outlets.    Prices  pre  considerably  below  a.  year 
earlier. 

Preeesru.d :     Two  percent  more  froze. n  broccoli  was  in  storage  this 
April  1  than  in  March  1,  ;  :  nd  13  pur  cent  mor«  than  April  1,  1953  • 

C--bb^ge 

i'resh,;  j?.0,B.  prices  for  new  cabbage  declined  in  early  April ,  as 
supplies  increased,  but  rose  again  in  nid-^pril .    Pries  for  old  cabbage, 
on  the  other  hand,  improved  somewhat  as  storage  stocks  neared  exhaustion. 

The  early  spring  crop  is  forecast  about  eoual  to  average  hit  14 
percent  smaller  than  last  year*    Increases  over "last  year  are  forecast 
for  South  Carolina  and  South  xoorjia,  'nd  decreases  for  ^ouisia.na,  — lab?  ma, 
and  Mi  s  s  i  s  s  i  pp  i . 

Aggregate  late- spring  acreage  is  estimated  to  be  4  percent  larger 
than  last  year  but  4  percent  smaller  than  the  1949-52  average. 

Prospective  acreage  of  cabbage  for  oarly  summer  harvest  is  slightly 
be-low  last  year  while  that  for  1-  te  summer  h.  rveot  is  slightly  above . 
Acreage  in  both  areas  is  a  little  below  average.    Prospective  acreage  of 
cabbage  for  early  fall  harvest  is  6  percent  below  1953  acreage,'  with  in- 
creases in  the  Vestern  States  more  than  offsetting  de-crease s  in  most 
other  States .  • '  • 

Processing;    Processors'  intentions  indicate  13  percent  less  contract 
acr>  s  of  cabbage  for  kraut  this  year  than  last.     Stocks  of  kraut  this 
March  1  were  much  larger  than  a  year  earlier  but  smaller  then  on  March  1, 
1951.  .  ■ 

Cental oups 

a  record  a  sreage  of  cantaloups  for  spring  harvest  was  indicated 
as  of  April  1  this  yea-r,  46  percent  more  than  last  year  and  113  percent 
larger  than  the  1049-52  average.     Since  that  report,  however,  a  sc.ries:.of 
heavy  rains  in  the  lower  valley  of  Texas  has  destroyed  some  acreage  of  late 
spring  cantaloups  and  the  outturn  of  additional  acreage  is  in  doubt. 
Peak  movement  from  Texas  is  expected  in  late  May  and  early  June,  Indications 
are  that  heavy  movement  from  other  States  in  the  spring  group  also  will 
occur  in  oarly  June.     If  shipments  tend  to  bunch  up,  prices  are  apt  to 
break  sharply  in  late  spring.    Mexican  cantaloups  were  available  in. New 
York  City  in  late  March  .-nd  early  April,  at' prices  a  little  below  early  .upril 
last  year. 
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Cauliflower 

Freshj     Shipments  to  fresh  market  have  "been  sub  s  t  ant  i  ally  above  a 
year  earlier  beer-use  of  the  lighter  demand  for  freezing  this  year.  The 
spring  harvest  in  California  is  expected  to;  total  ?.  percent  less  than  last 
year  and  10'  percent  below •  average *    -Fresh  movements  for  the  spring  market 
reached  its  peak  in  l%.r-ch,  and  wholesale  prices  in  New  York  and  Chicago 
early  in  the  month  were  still  somewhat  below  a.  year  earlier.    Movement  is 
expected  to  decline  the  rest  of  the  spring  quarter „ 

Processed:  *il though  stocks  of  frozen  cauliflower  held  in  commercial 
cold-storage  are  still  relatively  large,  the  net  out-movement  has  been  at 
a  faster  rate  thus  far  this  year  than  last. 

Celery  .  .    - • « 

The  Florida  and  California  spring  crop  of  celery  is  expected  to  set 
a  new  record,  31  percent  larger  than  the  1953  crop  arid  33  percent  above 
average,  as  the  result  of  increased  acreages  and  yields.    Prices  F,0.£ 
for  celery  in  late  March  and  early  April  generally  were  declining  and 
were  generally  substa.ntia.lly  b  low  a  year  earlier. 

Sweeti.Corp, 

Presh:     Heavy  rains  in  the  lower  valley  of  Texas  have  eliminated 
about  2,000  acres  of  early  spring  sweet'eorn,  since  the  report  for  April  1 
indicated  a  crop  of  3?  percent  larger  than  last  year's  and  52  percent  more 
than  average.    However,  supplies  remain  much  above  last  year,  and  are 
reflected  by  prices  in  the  first  half  of  April  this  year,  which  were 
declining,  and  lower  than  a  yeatr  earlier. 

Processed;    Latest  available  data,  on  commercially  canned  corn  indicates 
stocks  held  by  canners  arc  considerably  larger  than  a  year-  earlier.  This 
much  more  than  offsets  the  substantially  lower  stocks  in  the  hands  of  whole- 
sale distributors.     Stocks  of  frozen  corn  in  cold  storage,  though  declining 
seasonally,  are  far  larger  than  on  .the  same  date  for  any  prior  year,  re- 
flecting the  record  1953  pack.     The  195^  acreage  planted  for  processing  will 
be  about  7  percent  smaller  than  in  1953,  if  processors'  intentions  materialize. 
Slight  to  very  sharp  reductions  in  a.creage  are  indicated  for  all  State s 
separately  reported  except  Pennsylvania,  Minnesota  and  Virginia.  Reductions 
in  prices  paid  growers  usually  accompany  reductions  in  acreage  contracted 
for  processing. 

Carrots 

Fresh:     Substantially  less  winter-crop  carrots  are  expected  to  be 
moving  in  May  than  a  year  earler.    Further  reduction  in  supplies  has 
occurred  sincu  April  1  due  to  heavy  rains  and  flooding  in  south  Texas. 
The  spring  crop  in  Arizona  is  forecast  at  6  percent  more  than  last  year, 
though  4;i  percent  below  average.    Prices  for  carrots  in  early  April  were 
generally  above  a  year  ago.     The  average  for  the  spring  quarter  is  expected 
to  be  well  above  a.  year  earlier. 

Processed:     Stocks  of  canned  carrots  held  by  wholesale  distributors 
are  moderately  lower  than  a  yuar  earlier,   but  increased  canners'  stocks 
more  than  offset  this  dif f erence r 
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Cucumbers 

Fresh:    Prices  for  cucumbers  broke  rapidly  in  late  March  and  early 
April  as  movement  from  the  large  early  spring  crop  increased,  "but  remained 
well  above  0  year  earlier.    Production  of  early  spring  cucumbers  is  expected 
to  total  21  percent  more  than  last  year  and  ^5  percent  more  than  average. 
Because  of  the  large  increase  in  production,  prices  are  expected  to  average 
below  early  spring  of  1953 • 

Pickles :     Processors'  planting  intentions  will  be  announced  April  22, 
Department  Guides  suggest  a  cucumber  acreage  about  5  percent  smaller  than 
that  planted  for  this  purpose  1* st  year. 

Onions 

Prices  for  onions  in  late  March  and  early  April  were  still  below  levels 
a  year  earlier.    The  early  sp ring  crop  as  of  ..oril  1  was  Estimated  to  be 
26  percent  less  than  the  5-6  million  sacks  available  for  harvest  last  year 
(of  which  1.2  million  sacks  were  not  harvested  because  of  market  conditions). 
The  195^  early  spring  crop  is  about  29  percent  larger  than  the  4— year  average. 
Since  that  report,  he  a  -sy  rains  have  caused  severe  damage  to  the  limited 
quantity  of  onions  remaining  to  be  harvested  in  the  i»ower  Valley  and  in  the 
Raymondville  section. 

Late  spring  onion  acreage  is  18  percent  less  than  the  1953  acreage  for 
harvest  pad  16  percent  below  average.     Whs  acreage  decline  is  especially 
significant  in  the  States  with  the  higher  average  yields.    Weather  has  been 
unfavorable-  to  the  crop  in  (Jeorgi?   and  parts  of  Texas. 

The  prospective  late- summer  onion  acreage  in  Washington  has  increased 
sharply  over  If  st  year  becpu.se  of  m?  ny  onion  growers  coming  in  to  the  Quincy 
area  of  the  Columbia  B;  sin  from  Eastern  Oregon,  Southern  Idaho,  p.nd  Utah. 
However,  the  prospective  acreage  for  all  late- summer  harvest  States  combined 
is  .about  2  percent  less  than  acreage  for  harvest  last  year  and  7  percent 
under  average. 

Cr.;en  P  •  s 

Fresh:    Prices  for  fresh  eeas  this  spring  will  average  substantially 
lower  than  a  year  earlier  if  60  p  rcent  increase  indicated  for  early  spring 
crop  materializes.    Sharp  increases  in  acreage  in  San  Luis  Obispo  and  Kern 
Counties  of  California  account  for  most  of  the  rise  expected  in  production. 

Processed :    Considerably  larger  stocks  of  canned  peas  held  by  c armors 
more  than  offs  t  Bomewhat  reduced  stocks  held  by  wholesale  distributors. 
Cold  storage  holdings  of  frozen  peas  April  1  this  year  were  still  record 
high  for  the  date,  though  much  reduced  from  the  peak  1  st  September.  The 
1953  pack  was  a  record* 

Acre  of  green  peas  for  processing  this  year  may  be  only  2  percent  less 
than  that  planted  last  year,  according  to  processors'  intentions  ,  s  of 
early  March.    Intended  acreage  is  nearly  as  1-rjo  as  last  year  for  freezing 
but  about  2  percent  less  for  canning  -md  other  processing^ 
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■     iom°  Tnn£  Cr°p  in  :?lorida  is  -xP-cted  to  be  12  percent  larger  than 
m  19^3  and  9  percent  above  averse.'    The  timing  of  movement  and  dice's 
received  will  vary  widely  as  usual  because  of  the  geographical  and  climatic 
differences  among  sections  in  Florida.     Pries  for  the  entire  sorin-  crop 
pro oa ply  will  average  below  those  for  195°,.         .  fo  * 

Spina oh 

l^sh:     The  U.  S.  average  of  prices  received  by  farmers  for  spinach 
normally  are  lowest  for  the  year  in  -pril,  May  and  October.     The  seasonal 
low  tnis  year  may   he  a  little  later  than  usual,  as.  the  serin  -  crop  was 
delayea  by  cool  weather  in  several  States.     The  entire  spring  croo  is  esti- 
mated to  Do  3  percent  smaller  than  in  1953  and  14  oercent  below  the  1949-52 
average . 

•  :f10l^ale  Prices  for  spinach  in  &»»  York  City  were  slightly  lower  in 

lc,t,  narch.rnd  eorly  ,ipri,l.  than  a  year  earlier.     Texas  spinach  was  still 
declining  out  Virginia  spinach  showed  a  slight  recovery/ 

£rocessing;  Stocks  of  canned  spinach  are  moderately  lighter  than  s 
year  earlier.     Cold-storage  holdings  of  frozen  spinach  are  smaller  than 
the  large  stocks  a  year  earlier.    Production,  of  spinach  for  canning  and 
freezing    in  winter  and  early  spring  harvest  -areas  is  -indicated  to  'he  11 
percent  smaller  than  in  1953  and  2  percent  less  than  the  1943-52  average 
iox   tne      areas.        lighter  canned  and  frozen  pack  seems  likely  this  v^r 
and  wnolesaie  prices. are  expected  to  remain  fairly  steady  near'  current  ' 
levels.  '  . 

Tomato^ 

■     ££Jfk}    Prices  received  hy  farmers  for  early  spring  tomatoes  are  • 
expected  ,o  average  considerably  lower  than  a  year  earlier.    As  of  *t>*11  1 
«     ^  2\2rin>';  Cr°P  WlS  ^ecfced  to  be  a  record,  about  one-fourth  larger* 
than  the  1933  crop  and  31  percent  above  the  1949-52  average.    Recent  heavy 
reins  in  south  Teses  have  caused  the  loss  of  about  4,000  rcres  of  early'  " 
spring  tomatoes,    however  the  torn. to  acreage  loss    and  immediate  damage  to 
mat^e  iruit  is  expected  to  be  partially  or  completely  offset  bv  the  im- 
proyoa  production  prospects  on  the  late  acreage  of  this  crop,  which  was 
bcidxy  in  need  of  moisture.    F.O.B.  and  terminal  market  or  ices  for  tomatoes 
aecl,n,l  rapidly  in  late  March  and  early  ^ril,  and  were  substantially 
below  taose  of  a  year  earlier. 

Processed:  TJ'hiie  data  are  not  strictly  compare,  .le,  estimates  indicate 
that  combined  canner  and  wholesale  distribitor  stocks  of  canned  tomat  oes, 
and  most  tomato  .products  except  juice  are  smaller  than  those  of  a,  year  earlier 
Stocks  of  canned  tomato  juice  are  substa.ntia.lly  larger. 

The  Production  Guides  issued  by  the  Department  suggested  the  same 
acreage  o-'1  ton.  toes  in  1954  as  in  1953.     Such  an  acreage,  with  average  yields 
would  produce  a  moderately  smaller  crop  than  in  1953,   though  slightly 
larger  than  average  for  1942-51 . 

P.O. IS.  cannerv  prices  for  tomato  juice  declined  slightly  in  late  Feb- 
ruary in  some  areas,    but  prices  for  canned  tomatoes  and  other  tomatp  products 
held  generally  steady.     Retail  prices  of   canned  tomatoes  and  tomato  catsup 
in  leading  cities(.3L3)  were  slightly  lower  in  -January  and  February  this  ye.r 
than  a.  vft/vr  ftinT.l  1pt». 
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T/aterraelons 

Prospective  acreage  of  watermelons  this  year  is  up  considerably  over 
1:  st  in  each  of  the  three  areas!    late  spring,  early  summer  rnd  late  summer, 
The  113,800  acres  estimated  for  late— spring  harvest  this  year  is  a  new 
record,  12  percent  over  last  year  and  53  percent  above  average, 

Growers'  intentions  to  plant  watermelons  for  early  summer  harvest 
indicate  a.  probable  13  percent  increase  in  acreage  over  last. year  and  28 
percent  more  than  average .    -*bout  2/3  of  the  annual  production  of  water- 
melons is  grown  in  the  early  summer  harvest  era-  .     In  the  late  summer  narvest 
areas,  growers1  planting  intentions  point  to  an  acreage  9  percent  above 
acreage  for  harvest  1  st  year  an  1  16  percent  more  than  average. 

Probabilities  are  that  the  watermelon  crops  in  these  3  areas  will  be 
significantly  larger  this  year  than  1-st,  and  that  prices  will  average 
lower . 

potato:  is 

» 

Depressed  Market  -Partially  Revived. 

Pri ;es  received  by  farmers  for  potatoes  which  had  been  declininj  generally 
since  last  fall,  .turned  upward  in  late  it- r ch  *-nd  early  April.     Several  factors 
probably  were  responsible  for  this  improvement.    On  March  24,  it  was  announced 
that  the  U,  S,  D.  ...  was  joining  with  industry  in  a  potato  promotion  pro- 
gram scheduled  April  1  to  10  and  that  some  Section  32  assistance  would  be 
given  for  the  remainder  of  the  1953- crop  marketing  season.    Heavy  movements 
of  potatoes  to  starch  factories  in  Maine  i  nd  Id' ho  and  to  livestock  feeding 
in  several  States  already  had  removed  substantial  quantities  of  potatoes. 
Acreage  of  early  commer  cial  1954- crop  potatoes  were  estimated  to  he  sub- 
stantially smaller  than  in  1953  and  generally  below  average.     The  outlook 
is  for  ?3  percent  less  acreage  in  the  early  States,  12  percent  less  in  the 
7  Intermediate  States  and  3  percent  le=?s  acreage  in  the  29  late  States, 
However,  ;s  pointed  out  in  the  Secretary's  warning  of  -*pril  2,  "growers 
should  not  be  misled  into  easing  up  on  adjustment  plans''. 

The  tot.' 1  acre  ge  shown  in  the  intent  tons—,  to— plant  report  for  these 
States  is  not  far  above  the  recommendation.  Some  States  show  a  reduction 
from  the  "guide"  levels,  but  this  is  more  than  offset  by  proposed  increase* 
in  major  States  of  higher  per  acre  yield.  If  yields,  by  States,  equaled 
the  195°~53  averages  on  the  "intentions"  acreage,  late  potato  production 
would  be  about  281  million  bushels  —  nearly  9  million  bushels  above  the 
auicie  recommendation  md  only  about  3  percent  smaller  than  the  1953  crop 
of  290  million  bushels, 

Souk  of  the  States  where  the  March  1  intention s-to-plant  report  showed 
substantial  increases  over  the  guide  recommendations  were:    Maine,  up  13.6 
thousand  a  res;  Idaho,  up  13.4  thousand  acres;  !T0rth  Dakota,  up  10.6  thou- 
sand acres;  Lon,*  Island  (New  York) ,  up  3.9  thousand  acres;  and  Oregon,  up 
3  tho\isand  acres. 

prices  for  old-crop  potatoes  rose  in  lrte  March  -ad  early  Aoril  but 
remained  lower  than  a  year  earlier, 

,;moroYeme*t .^eptflrU&JkU:    Prices  for  old-croo  potatoes  probably  will 
hold  near  the  present  level.    Prices  for  new  potatoes  aroh  bly  will" decline 
less  than  sea.sona.lla  this  swing. 
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Sweetpotatoes 

Prices  Strengthen:    Prices  received  for  sweetpotatoes  strengthened 
substantially  in  late  March  and  early  April.    For  the  remainder  of  the 
crop  marketing  season,  prices  probably  will  remain  at  about  their  recent 
level,  but  still  well  below  the  high  prices  of  a  year  earlier. 

Acreage  Maintained:    March  intentions  to  plant  indicate  about  the 
same  U.  S.  acreage  this  year  as  in  1953 •    Considerable  increases  are  in- 
dicated for  New  Jersey,  Tennessee,  Florida.,  Texas  and  California. 
Decreases  are  indicated  for  Louisiana,  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia. 

Dry  Edible  Beans  and  Peas 


Farmers  Plan  Larger  Acreage:    The  March  report  of  farmers  intentions 
to  plant  indicate  about  a  Uf  percent  increase  in  U.  S.  acreages  planted 
to  dry  beans  compared  with  1953;  and  nearly  a  15  percent  increase  for 
dry  peas.    Much  of  the  increase  is  in  the  northwestern  States,  (Nebraska, 
Montana,  Idaho,  Wyoming  and  Washington) ,  where  yields  average  higher 
than  in  other  States . 

Larger  Production  Probable:    If  the  acreage  indicated  by  farmers 1 
March  plans  for  beans  and  peas  are  planted,  and  if  yields  by  States  are 
in  line  with  the  1951-53  averages,  the  195&  crops  of  both  dry  beans  and 
dry  peas  would  be  moderately  larger  for  beans  and  peas  than  in  1953- 
Such  a  development  would  pose  a  problem  for  both. 

Support  for  Dry  Beans:    There  is  no  support  program  for  dry  peas. 
Support  for  195^  crop  dry  beans  will  be  available  at  a  slightly  lower 
level  than  that  for  the  1953  crop.    Support  for  195**  crop  beans  has  been 
announced  at  80  percent  of  the  February  15,  195^  parity  price  for  all 
dry  edible  beans.    Support  will  again  vary  by  classes,  with  a  national 
average  of  about  §7 .2h  per  hundred  pounds.    Support  for  the  1953  crop 
ranged  by  classes  from  $6  A5  to  $11. 80  per  hundred  pounds,  based  on  a 
national  average  of  $7.79  equivalent  to  about  87  percent  of  the  Decem- 
ber 15,  1952  parity  price. 

Barring  Crop  Disaster.  Ho  Price  Improvement:    If  crop  prospects 
remain  favorable,  no  general  improvement  in  prices  for  dry  beans  and 
peas  is  expected  this  spring  and  early  summer. 


Table  Z. 


Truck  cropa,  potatoes  ami  sveetpotatoesl    Unload*  at  1?  markets.  Indicated  periods  In  195^.  with  comparisons  }J 

(bpressed  In  carlot  equivalents) 


1953 


January 


19S3-S4 


November 


December 


January 


Commodity  * 
: 

Hall, 
boat 
and 
air 

"Truck 

|  Import  a  * 

Total ;' 

Ball, 
boat 
and 
air 

'Truck 

Imports;* 

Total  " 

Ball, 
boat 
and 
air 

Truck  , 

Imports' 

Total  \ 

Ball, 
boat 
and 
air 

Truck  'Imports* 

:  : 

Total 

t 

As  parag-ua 

1 





1 



1 

'   

1 











Beans,  lima,  snap  : 

85 

395 

35 

515 

245 

918 

4 

1.167 

397 

464 

19 

880 

223 

432  28 

683 

37 

61 

98 

163 

163 

9 

74 

83 

17 

54   

71 

267 

182 

449 

160 

184 

344 

305 

144 

449 

296 

107   

403 

Brussels  sprouts  . : 

29 

33 

62 

34 

90 

124 

53 

75 

128 

68 

38   

106 

809 

1.466 

16 

2,291 

67 

1,603 

1,670 

266  1.569 

.  ;,835 

794 

1,355 

2.151 

Cantaloups  and 


other  melons 

1 

1 

62 

63 

216 

114 

44 

374 

17 

4 

*5 

66 

48 

48 

: 

1.127 

538 

1.665 

738 

626 

3 

1.367 

875 

57? 

1 

1.4t8 

935 

587 

1 

1.523 

Cauliflower  . 

I 

369 

600  . 

969 

85 

1 

,3*J2 

1.417 

293 

862 

1.155 

.  418 

426 

844 

I 

1.557 

1,213 

2,770 

1.269 

1 

.253 

2.522 

1,640 

1,182 

2,822 

1,320- 

1,214 

2.534 

3 

22 

25 

138 

290 

428 

118 

88 

206 

56 

92 

148 

: 

48 

232 

38 

318 

73 

678 

751 

231 

462 

4 

697 

33 

271 

149 

453 

Es carol e  and  t 

endive   184 

t 

Lettuce  and  : 


172 


356         64  289 


353      149  175 


324 


127-  •  169   


Onions,  dry 
Onions,  gree 
Peas ,  green 
Peppers  .... 


1,686 

4.391 

2,494 

1,894 

:  971 

776 

11 

1.758 

655 

1.349 

61 

202 

4 

267 

26 

198 

21 

53 

81 

67 

16 

i  91 
> 

:  266 

276 

219 

586 

317 

464 

248 

51* 

20 

364 

Other  cooking 
greens  ...... 


Squash 


120 
15 


1 


Tomatoes   :  853 

: 

Turnips  and  t 
rutabagas  ....... 


829 
402 
721 


17  267 


Watermelons 


6 
842 

214 
2 


Other  vegetables  t 
(including  mixed) t  1,339 


Total  above  .0.0,962 
t 

: 

Potatoes   t  6,760 

i 
I 

Sweet potatoes  72 


1.222  75 
11,564-  1,577 
2,338.  85 
748  7- 


949  11  592 

423  5  611 

2.416  1,470  1,367 

498  396  927 

2    2 

2.636  525  1.128 

24,103  9,075  16,453 

9. 183  5.369  3.460 

827  150  1,634 


4 
11 


4 

23 

260 


103 
456 
>*5 


4,388 

2,724 

l.<05 

^.159 

2.123 

1.424 

2,004 

627 

1.153 

2 

1.782 

785 

1.159 

224 

65 

191 

5 

261 

58 

182 

87 

66 

37 

7 

110 

13 

21 

792 

353 

191 

58 

602 

104 

180 

384 

148 

287 

435 

204 

230 

603 

70 

617 

687 

95 

636 

620 

7 

392 

3 

402 

12 

340 

2.860 

870 

1,484 

265 

2,619 

728 

973 

1.583 

8 

199 

217 

424* 

'  61 

233 

2 

14 

1.756 

1.158 

840 

107 

2.105 

1.299 

792 

25,984  10,449  12,497 

733 

23.679 

9,769  10,929 

8.874 

5.352  2.890 

72 

8,314.  6.210 

2.95* 

1,784 

123  1.309 

1.432 

89 

903 

36,642  15.924  16.696 

805 

33.425  16.068  14.786 

28 
145 


5 

592 

201 
8 

69 


53 


296 

3.5*7 
1.947 
240 
62 
429 
434 

731 
357 
2.293 

495 
22 

2,160 

21.977 
9.217 
992 


1/  Atlanta,  Baltimore,  Boston.  Qiicago,  Cleveland,  Denver,  Detroit,  Los  Angeles,  New  Orleans,  New  lork,  Oakland  (California), 
Portland  (Oregon),  Philadelphia,  St.  Louis,  San  Francisco,  Seattle,  and  Washington,  D.  C. 


gj    Except  watermelons. 
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Table 3-  Vegetables  for  commercial  processing:  Prospective 
•plantings  1954  with  comparisons  


Crop 


Average 
-acres 


Asparagus   

Beans.,  green^'ima  ... 
Beans ,  snap.:.. ........ 

Beets  

Cg,bbage  for  kraut :   . . 

'^S^fftract  

Open  market   

Corn,  sweet  ......... 

Cucumbers  for  pickles 

Peas ,  green  

Pi'mientOs  

Spinach: 

Winter  &  early  spring 
Late  spring  &  fall  . . 

Tomatoes   . 


Planted  acreage 
*  . 
:      1953  J 


Acres 


79,840 

89 , 240 

RQ  090 

"1  "1  T  ?hO 

i  ih  nnn 
Xj'-f  ,  uuu 

X.H'O  ,  jy'J 

17,530 

17,050 

10  700 

1  7  000 

8,090 

5,^50 

503,130 

528,710 

133 , 730 

162,290 

462,890 

464,250 

15,950 

2.6,000 

16,330 

11,900 

30,290 

19,140 

465 , 600 

298,200 

1,126,550 

1,163,250 

Intended 

1954  J_1943^5£ 

Acres 

151,^60 

10,410 
492,050 
456,350 

12,100 
1,122,770 


1954  as  a 

.  Percentage  of  

Average  : 

I— 1951 

Percent  Percent 


113t3  103-rf 


102.1 
97.8 
98.6 


86.8 
93.1 
98.3 


74.1  101.7 


99.7 


96.5 


1/   Crops  for  which  prospective  1954  planted  acreage  has  been  estimated. 


Table 4- Vegetables,  frozen:     Cold  storage  holdings 

 .  :  with  comparisons        ._ . 

.1953        J—  .  '1954 


March  31,  1954 


Commodity 


Asparagus   : 

Beans,  lima  

Beans,  snap  : 

Broccoli   : 

Brussels  sprouts   

Cauliflower   : 

Corn,  sweet   : 

Peas,  green   : 

Pumpkin  and  squash  : 

Spinach  

Other  vegetables   : 


Total 


March 
average 
l£49-,52„ 
1,000 
pounds 


5,131 
47 , 684 

27,031 
25,419 
10,481 
10,396 
20,799 
69 , 221 
6,854 

22,477 
62,206 

307,699 


Mar  ch  31 
1,000 

Boulid  s 


January,  31 
1,000 

pounds 


5,903 

55,7^7 
33,770 
44,175 
11,373 
17,339 
21,430 
90,226 
11,^9 
40  5 
,2 


419 , 899 


13,513 
85,3^2 

59,033 
48,836 

25,065 
22,646 
70,556 

132,247 
11,155 
39,731 

121,902 

630,201 


: February  28 
1,000 
pounds 

11,413 
72,911 
50,242 
48,872 
23,200 

19,997 
62,723 

111,925 
10,475 
33,551 

117,267 


:-iarch33 

Jj— 

1,000 

pound £ 


9,047 
64,050 
41,467 
50,034 
22,388 
21 , 025 

53,613 
92,494 
3,521 
32,692 
111,610 


562,531  506,941 


Xj  Preliminary, 
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Table  5  .  -  Canned  vegetables:    United  States  commercial  packs  1952  and  1953  and 
canners1  and  wholesale  distributors'  stocks  indicated  periods 

in  195*+  with  comparisons  


4 
1 

Pack 

Stocks 

• 

UQnjiuou.1  uy 

< 

Conner 

Wholesale 

1952  : 

1953  ! 

dj 

stributor 

1/ 

Date  : 

1953  : 

1954  : 

Date 

1 

1953  : 

1954 

« 
• 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000 

• 
• 

cases 

cases  : 

cases 

cases  « 

case? 

cases 

• 

24/2 's  : 

24/2 1 s 

24/2 fs  ! 

2.4/2' 3 

24/2 'a 

ajor  commodities  : 

pnns .  snaD 

16,346 

22,611  : 

Apr. 

1: 

1,900 

4,043  : 

Jan. 

1: 

2,912 

3,220 

32,329 

30,982  : 

:i 

8,921 

11,803  ! 

ti 

4,436 

3,801 

26,509 

28,037  ! 

11 

5,836 

7,421  s 

ti 

4,359 

3,565 

27,981 

22,33^  : 

II 

9,887 

8,416  : 

11 

5,183 

3,717 

omato  juice  2/  . . . : 

35,807 

37, 75^  s 

II 

15,544 

19,722  : 

it 

3,804 

3,447 

i 

138,972 

l4l,7l8  : 

It 

:  42,088 

51,405  ! 

it 

20, 694 

17,750 

i 

inor  commodities  : 

K  35'+ 

4,018 

:Mar . 

1 

!  884 

345 

!  694 

615 

2,316 

3,085 

:Feb. 

1 

:  1,130 

1,486 

:  776 

662 

6,693 

8,598 

Mar. 

i 

:  3,197 

4,182 

,  11 

:  1,163 

1,123 

2,775 

2,747 

>  " 

!  1,149 

1,638 

>  " 

!  523 

462 

3/22,500 

3/22,600 

■  — 

!   

— 

umpkin  and  squash  ! 

5,4o8 

2,983 

:Apr. 

1 

:  1,762 

4/1,765 

,  11 

:  1,032 

668 

3/9,580 

3/11,^50 

:Mar . 

1 

:  5/3,235 

5/4,872 

,  11 

:  900 

882 

2,575 

N.A. 

:  — 

— 

;   

— 

4,993 

N.A. 

:  — 

— 

:  — 

— 

6,11k 

N.A. 

:Mar . 

1 

:  6/863 

6/689 

•  <> 

:  889 

785 

2,867 

N.A. 

:  — 

— 

»  — 

— 

omato  products:  ! 

t 

4/7,932 

Catsup,  chili  sauce:  15,271 

14,970 

:Apr . 

1 

1  8,352 

,  11 

:  1,566 

1,343 

Paste  ; 

6/8,366 

6/6,454 

:Feb. 

1 

:  N.A. 

'6/3,331 

Pulp  and  puree  : 

!  ~  4,684 

3,643 

5  N.A. 

6/1,423 

,  11 

:  1,070 

883 

Sauce 

:  6/8,446 

6/5,012 

:  N.A. 

6/2, 993 

»  it 

!  580 

722 

egetables,  mixed  . 

:  3,226 

N.A. 

Total ,  comparable • 

minor  items  .... 

:  90,393 

85,560 

!  20,572 

22, 909 

,  tt 

:  9,193 

8,145 

rand  total,  com- 

parable items  .... 

:  229,365 

227,278 

!     62, 660 

74,31^ 

1  29,887 

25,895 

1/  Converted  from  actual  cases  to  standard  cases  of  24  No.  2  cans  by  S&KR  Branch 
)f  AMS.    2/  Includes  combination  vegetable  juices  containing  at  least  70  percent 
.omato  juice.    3/  Crop  for  processing  converted  to  a  canned  basis  by  applying  an 
iverall  conversion  factor  (pickles  68  and  sauerkraut  54  cases  equivalent  to  1  ton 
resh).    4/  Preliminary.    5/  Reported  in  barrels;  converted  to  24/2's  by  using.  , 
.4  cases  to  the  barrel.    6/  California  only.    Converted  by  S&HR  Branch  of  AMS  from 
at a  supplied  in.  actual  cases  by  the  Canners  League  of  California. 

Canners'  stock  and  pack  data  from  National  Canners  Association,  unless  otherwise 
ioted.    Wholesale  distributors'  stocks  from  United  States  Department  of  Commerce., 
lureau  of  the  Census. 


"able  6-        Potatoes :    Prospective  plantings  f  or  .19.5^  -season,  with  comparisons 


Group  of  States 
"rev.  i  si  ' 


'):'.  ■        States  . 

Intermediate 
'■     ?'•  States  . 

■uate  f  "  States 
9  Eastern 
9  Central 
11  Western 


"Total  late  States 
36  Late  and  Intermediate 
Total  united  States... 


 i— 

Indicated 

1954. 

Ill— 
1,000 

acres. 


1954  as  per- 
centage of 
_1£52.  


Percent 


4Q.7.7  : 

•    309.3     '  ■ 

..  237.7 

r  77 

.19.2.7  : 

••    .  .108.3- 

95.7  .  ' 

'  8:8 

510.4  ; 

37I.I 

3*0.5 

92 

622.4  < 

'.  364.0 

319.0 

88 

.  451.2 

■  •.  J  379.4 

.370 -B 

98 

1,584.0  : 1 

...  '1,114.5 

1 ,030  .> 

92 

1,776.7  I 

;i,222.8  ..  .■ 

1,126.1 

92 

2,184.3:  . 

'l.532.1v; 

1,  363  '.B  ' 

''.89' 

•l/  Indications  as  of  .i-iarch  1,  19.54        ;  . 

2/  Assuming  19,50-53  average  yields  by  States,  .production  from  this  prospective 
■  acreage ould  ; amount , to  347,  1  million  busfhels  in  1954,  compared  to  .373.7  mill i'on 
bushels  produced  in  1953.  :  ,  , 


Table  .7-       Potatoes j   commercial,  early;  Acreage,  vield  per  acrei  and  production, 
average .  1943-52 ,  annual  1953  and  indicated  1.954"  1  / ; 


 :    .  Acreage 

•  Yield:  per. 

acre  _  . 

Production 

Seasonal 

Indi- 

:Indi- 

:Indi- 

group 

average  , 
1943^52  . 

1953 

cated.  : 
1954 

Average : 
1943-52 : 

1953, 

'.-  catsd; 
;  195^  ' 

; Average: .  1953 
: I943r52 : 

:  cated 
L  1954 

:  ^cres 

Acres 

Acres 

M_. 

J3g_. 

1.000...  i.ppp 
bushels  bushels 

l.,.QQQ. 
bushels 

Winter. . 
Early.- 

:  10,990 

15,700 

12,100 

189 

256 

'^50 

: 2,042  4,021 

3 ,023 

spring, 
iiate 

"  25,390 

26,700 

22,100' 

152 

233 

244  .. 

•3,667.'  6,223 

5,382 

spring. 
Summer . . : 

163,920 
105 , 090 

' 165,400 
68,800 

! 116, 700 
2/56,400 

250 
205 

286  ' 
215 

39,683'  47,333 
21,040  14,805, 

Total; . : 

305 ,4oo 

276,600 

207 , 300 

22.5  ' 

262 

66,432  72,307 

.1/  This  acreage  and  production  is  later  included'Tn  the  reports  of  "total  potatoes. 
2/  Prospective. 
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Group  6f  States 


Central  Atlantic  Zj 
Lower  Atlantic    3/  . . 
South  Atlantic    4y   . . 
Worth  Central    5/ . . . . 
California   

Total  United  States 


V*       ri  T">      /-»  -f-  "i  r  y  r-\  n 

1  ull   CO KJarisons 

—  —         1  ■' 

rl anted  a 

create 

•  T  n  'I  i  n    f  ori    1  Q<2l 

•  -l-  Ilu.  X  C  3  \i  tJU.    X  y^rri 

*     1  Q  <4     r:  o  TlP> 
»     X  7  JH*    c".0  J^t 

1943-52        :  . 

1953 

1  1/ 

t   cent age  of 

;  1951 

"i  ooo 

J.  jUJJ 

^  e  r  e  s 

o  r»  T*  a 

Jtrt  f*  P  n  t 

40  4 

•   4?  4 

105 

181.5 

111.0 

:  104.0 

•  9^ 

307.1 

138.4 

192.7 

102 

n  it 

-? 

^?  •  j 

100 

11.0 

11.0 

13.0 

118 

555,6 

356.1 

6/  357*^ 

100.4 

1/  Indications  as  o*'  March  1,  195^. 

2/  New  jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia 

37  Worth  Carolina,  South  C-  rQlina,  Georgia  and  Florida. 

4/  Aontucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  -Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Oklahoma  and 
Texas. 

5]  Indiana,  Illinois,   Iowa,  Missouri  and  Wpnsas. 

6/  -isouining  1948-52  averaje  yield  by  States,  production  from  this  prospective 
acreage  would  amount  to       million  bushels  approximr-tety^  the  same.  as.  in  1953 


Table  9-  .  Peas ,  dry,  field:'-  •  Prospective  plantings  for  195^  season, 
_   with   comparisons,  l/  ■  

Pi  ant  ed  a  ere/  :<  e 


State 


Minnesota  .. ,,  

Worth  Dakota  ..... 

Montana  .,  

Idaho  

Wyoming  

Colora.do   

Washington   

Oregon   


Total  Unite-  States   ; 


Average 
1943-52 

• 

;  1953 

• 

:  Indicated 
;  .195^ 

:195^  as  pe 
;  centage  c 

1  ,'0OO  ' 

1,000 

T,ooo 

a  cres 

a  rr.es 

acres 

Percent 

■  4 

5 

5 

100 

10 

6 

6  ... 

100 

21 

6 

7  

117 

IT; 

93 

110 

•   •  118 

3 

6 

.'.    6  ... 

 100 

25 

12 

7  \  12 

....  ,\, .  ioo 

230 

132 

.158. 

 120 

27 

14 

•  .  .11 

  79 

ll  16 

6 

.  .6.  .  . 

100 

469 

280 

'±1  \  321 

115  ■ 

Xj  In  principal  commercial  producing  States. 
Zj  Indications  as  of  March  1,  195^.  3/  Sh-  rt-time  average, 
fj  Assuming  1948-52  average  yields  per  planted  B.ore  by  States,  production  from  this 
prospective  acreage  would  approximate  3.6  million  100-pound  bags,  .(unci eaned  basis) 
in  195^.  nearly  a  tenth  more  than  in  1953, 
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Tabl  e  10-  Be  aii's ,  dry , 

edible:  PrOspec 

tive  pi  ant  in 

gs  for  1954  see 

son, 

with  eomp 

ari  sons'  1/ 

:                                Planted  acreage 

Group  of  States 

»  • 

: 

Indicated  : 

195^  as  per- 

. ''Aver age  1  I 

19.53        : : 

195^  i 

centage  of 

:  1943-52  : 

: 

 12/  : 

:  1,000 

1,000 

l.'OOO 

:  acres 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

sane,  -vew  iork,i'acnigan  : 

663 

•  528 

576  • 

109 

&e  orasfca,  iv«)nt ana,  id; -no 

Wyoming,  Washington' . . . . : 

33' 

•  Jl7 

115 

Colorado,  Mew  iiexico, 

Arizona,  and  Utah 

503 

309 

394 

128 

340 

233 

306 

108 

Total  United  States 

:         1 , 339 

i;  437 

3/1 1  640 

114 

l/  Includes  beans  grown  for  seed.    Zj  Indie 

—  — ~j 

at 10ns ' as  of 

Marchl,  1954. 

3/iissuming 

19^8-52  average  yields  per  planted  .acre,  by  States,  -production  from  -this  ''prospective 
rcrvege "would  amount  to  18. 7  million  100-pound  bags  (unci caned  basis)  in  195^ 
compared  to  18.1  million  bags  produced  in  1953. 


\ble..ll-  Average  prices  received  by  farmers, United  States.. 'fo-P  potatoes, 
sweetpbtatoes,  dry ' edible  beans,  dry  field  peas,  and  fresh  vegetables , 

rch  15p|-  .1-95 4 1  with  compa risons 

„     ""  ,  195.3       "        :   1954  


Commodity 


Field  Crous 


Unit 


Feb.  15 


Mar^,d5  ;  Jan,  15  :  Feb.  15  ;  Mar. 15. 


Dollars 


Dollars      Dollars      Dollars  Dollars 


Potatoes   

Bushel  : 

1.59  ' 

1.42 

:  :.69i 

.653 

.532 

Sweetpotatoes  

Bushel  : 

3.84 

4.01 

2.53 

2.58 

2.52 

Beans,  dry,  edible   : 

Cwt.  •  : 

8.61  : 

8.99 

8.12 

■8.00 

8.A2 

Peas,  dry,  field   

:  uvt . 

6.14 

'  6.14 

5.40 

4.64 

4.37 

Average  fir's 

:t  half 

of  month 

Feb. 

:    Mar.       :  ; 

Jan'.  • 

:  ■  Feb.  ■  •  - 

■  :    Mar . 

_ Fresh  Vegetables 

•  -  6.20 

Asparagus   

:  Crate 

8.70 

6.35 

Beans ,  lima  

.Bushel 

4.60 

3.50 

•  •  4.20- 

-   4.  25-  " 

•  4-.  05' 

Beans.,  snap   

.Bushel  : 

3.50 

3.00 

' '  3v45 

•  •  •     75-  • 

"3.05 

Beets   

'.Bushel  : 

.60 

.60 

■  •  1.00 

90-  ■ 

•  .85 

Broccoli   

'.Crate 

3.10 

4.05  : 

•  -3-.-15- 

•  •  2  . 75'  • 

3.10 

'"abb age  

:  Ton  : 

19.60 

31.10 

•  19'.  60- 

•  •  20-. 80-  < 

34.90 

Carrots   

Bushel 

1.70 

1.30 

•  •  1-.50- 

•••1.35-- 

1.25 

Cauliflower   

;  Crete  : 

1.05 

1.20 

1.30 

1.15 

1.05 

Celery   

J  Crate 

.  1.65 

I.50 

2.20 

2.05'  ' 

Corn,  sweet  

!5dozeart 

5  •  -3 .40 

2.75 

3.50 

2.55 

2.25 

Cucumbers  

.Bushel  ' 

5.65 

4.25  '  • 

4.75 

5.50 

7.50 

Eggplant  

: Bushel 

2.75 

'2.25  ' 

2 . 00 

2.65 

1.85 

Lettuce  ,  

: Crate  ' 

2.65 

3,10 

4.9.0 

2.20 

2.75 

Onions   ,  

!  Sack 

.  3.10 

3.20 

.60 

.48 

V45 

Peas,  green   

:  Bushel 

2.50  ' 

2.85 

2.75 

2.50 

Peppers,  green   

;  Bushel  : 

2.10 

2.35 

6.00 

3-35 

2.00 

Spinach   

.Bushel  : 

1.35 

1.20 

1.60 

1.80 

1.45 

Tomatoes  

.Bushel 

5.70 

6.05 

5.00 

5.40 

5.90 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D,  C. 
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